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ADDRESSED TO 


EDWARD PHELIPS, Ess. 


F 1 Ro. 
HE active part you have thin in promoting thoſe 
meaſures which have already been adopted by the 
Manufacturers for preventing the Smuggling of Wool, and the 
zeal you manifeſt i in forwarding their intended application to 
Parliament, cannot permit you to be unconcerned in the iſſue 


of a cauſe which is conſidered of ſo much importance. 


You cannot therefore be diſpleaſed by my addreſſing you 
at this critical moment — that through you ſome information 


B TT 


US" 1 


may be communicated to the Public at large, which, in the 


preſent circumſtances, may be deemed neceſſary to be known. 


Is the Pamphlet [ publiſhed, addreſſed to the Marquis of 
Lanſdown, a ſuccinct account was given of the origin of the 
enquiry relative to the Smuggling of Wool, and what ſteps 


had been taken by the Manufacturers in conſequence of it 


the defects in the preſent laws were alſo pointed out, and 8 


general view Was given of the propoſed amendments. 


Tuovon it was is foreign to the deſign of thin publication, 
to enter into the general queſtion, How far i it may be conſidered 


political, in. a commercial point of view, to prohibit the 


exportation of our Wool and the Writer expreſsly declared, 
that he meant not to make himſelf a party in the diſpute, by 
entering on a formal juſtification of the meaſure—yet the X 
arguments advanced by every Writer of conſequence who had 
written againſt a prohibition, were noted; and ſuch obſerva- , 
tions were made on each, as appeared neceſſary for « an impartial 


; inveſtigation of the ſubject. 


Tur intention of the Writer, in | offering ſuch remarks to 


the Public, was to excite an attention to the ad in diſpute, 


| „ 
in men of liberal and impartial minds; and at the ſame 
time to ſhew them, that perſons diſtinguiſhed for their 
abilities, who had written on the ſubject, were, in many re- 
ſpects, miſtaken f and that, from premiſes demonſtrated to be 
falſe, it was evident erroneous concluſions muſt neceſſarily be 


| drawn. 


THe preſſure of the preſent occaſion will only permit me to 
ſtrengthen the cauſe of the Manufacturers, by general and cur- 
ſory remarks on the benefit which would ariſe from retaining 
in the kingdom the quantity of Wool ſmuggled to France; 


in explaining what, perhaps, in ſome degree may be deemed 


i. neceſſary, reſpecting the evidence delivered to the Committee 


of the Houſs of Commons: and in anſwering ſuch objections 
as are moſt likely to be brought forward by thoſe perſons 
| who profeſs themſelves inimical to the views of the Manu- 


facturers. 


' Mr evidence goes to prove, that at leaſt I 3,000 Packs of 


Britiſh Wool are exported annually to France alone. 


| TyERE are not many perſons who have patience to attend 
to calculations whith * ſome attention to be underſtood. 


. Iwill 


141 
1 will therefore endeavour, in a more familiar manner, to 
point out the value of this * of Wool, if — 


in the kingdom. | e 9 


T annual importation of Spaniſh Wool into this country, 
4 having for the laſt two or three years increaſed, may be ſtated 
at 10,000 Bags, weighing, on an average, about 200lb. each; 


and, without being too nice in calculating, the total value of 


the labour neceſſary for manufacturing theſe goods, may = 


eſtimated at about £400,000, ſterling. 


THESE 10,000 Bags of Spaniſh Wool furniſh employment 
| for all che manufacturers in the towns of Bradford, Trow- 
bridge, Chippenham, Milkſham, and che neighbourhood of 
theſe places; and for the greater part of the towns of War- 
minſter, Devizes, Corſham, and ſome parts of the towns of 
Saliſbury, Wilton, &c. all in the county of Wilts; and the 
greater part of the towns of Froome and Beckhampton, and a R 
conſiderable part of Shepton Mallet, and the hamlets adjoining 
to ſuch places, in the county of Somerſet. The towns of 
Stroud, Hampton, Woodcheſter, Wooton Underedge, and 
ſeveral others beſides many ſmall villages and hamlets through- 
out tlie county of Glouceſter—are alſo chiefly, if not wholly, 
| 5 5 employed 


15! 


100 on Spaniſh Wool. The confurnption i in Yorkſhire 
is not at profent large, chough ſome is uſed. 


Tnovon the goods are completed in the places enumerated, 
yet the whole country ſurrounding them is filled with the 
weavers, ſpinners, &e. employed in the manufactory: and in 
Wiltſhire the ſpinning finds employment for an extent of 
country, the fartheſt part of which is thirty miles diſtant from 
the towns of Bradford and Trowbridge. Y 


WIL I any perſon acquainted with this whole range of 
| country, and its population, venture to ſay, that the manu- 


factory which finds employment for ſuch a number of perſons 
is bug of little : conſequence > 


1 HIS, however, muſt be aſſerted, before any one can 
depreciate the value, in, point of labour, which 1 3,000 Packs 
of Britiſh Wool are of to 00 kingdom. 


Iris undeniable, that the Combing Wool is what the French 
moſt want; and, according to the average by which I eſtimated 
the labour on Combing Wool, theſe 13, oo Packs will pro- 
duce labour equal to 4 41 6 ,000, which! is ſomething r more than 


* 


what 


16 1 
what I reckon to be produced by the labour on 10,000 Bags of 
Spaniſh Wool*; conſequently they will employ an equal 


number of perſons, and an equal extent of country will be 


benefited by the manufacture. 


- Bey FORE the Gentlemen of landed intereſt ſuffer einm 


| to be biaſſed in favour of an Exportation of our Wool, let Hr 
them conſider how far the loſs of ſo much labour will affect | 


landed W 


In proportion t to the quantity of Wool exported, will the 


/ loſs of labour be increaſed ; and though a ſtri regard to truth 
will not permit me to ſwell calculations beyond what I can be 
ſatisfied with myſelf, yet it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 


a much larger quantity of « our Wool goes abroad than has been 


tated. 


\ 


IT has appeared in evidence, that Wool has been ſent from 


Hull to Sweden and Denmark ; and it is probable that the 


© * Of late the manufaRtures of Kerſeymeres, and other thin goods, have increaſed, © 


on which the proportion of labour to the raw material is greater than in ſuperfine | 


cloths ; but this increaſe having taken place chiefly 1 two 5 paſt, will not 


affect the calculation in any degree worth notice. 


quantity 


1 


quantity may be large: but my calculation has no reſpect to 
what may go to any other country but France. 


\ 


TI covrD enlarge and ſtrengthen theſe arguments, but time 


will not permit me to do this. 


Has it been ſafe to produce publicly the perſons themſelves 


employed by me to make diſcoveries on the coaſt of France, 


their dire& teſtimony to the accounts given in, would have 
| obviated objections brought by perſons who oppoſe the truth 

of ſuch accounts; but whether it would have added to the 
credibility of the narrative, in the conſideration of impartial 

perſons, may be queſtioned. 


IwovrD wiſh to avoid ſpeaking of myſelf; but thus much Imay 
lay, that, having been honoured by the Manufacturers in chooſ- 
ing me the Chairman of their Meetings, I have on every oc- 
caſion been anxious to render myſelf worthy of their confidence, 
without my own intereſt being in the leaſt concerned ; it being 
well known that this cannot be affected, whether our Wool be 
_ exported or manufactured at home: and I dare appeal to the · 


moſt rigid examiner of my public conduct, ſince my engaging 


in 


. 
in the undertaking, if I have not given the moſt unequivocal 
proofs of candour and impartiality towards thoſe perſons, who 
deem it their intereſt to oppoſe the intended Bill. The con- 
cluſion I draw from this ſtatement is, that though my deſire 
to procure information, in vindication of the aſſertions made 
by the Manufacturers, has prompted me to embrace eyery 
favourable opportunity of effecting it; yet the tenour of my 
| general conduct is a ſufficient ſecurity againſt my being de- : 
ceived by thoſe parks whom J have * 


TI may add, that; ns communicated the nature of my 
proofs, reſpecting the Smuggling of Wool, to perſons diſtin- ; 
guiſhed for their rank and office, as well as abilities—1 was 
| ſatisfied, from the anſwers I received, that the evidence would N 
be deemed ſufficiently valid either at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Commons or the Houſe of Lords, without producing the 
perſons who had made the diſcoveries, could fuch evidence be 
ſtrengthened by collateral proofs eſtabliſhed by facts. 


Tris has been done not only by producing authentic 
5 accounts, from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, of Wool 


ſeized and condemned, deſigned for cxportation=—dur from 
/ | 
Tg | the 


e 
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the evidence of perſons who have made ſeizures—and alſo 


from the teſtimony of others, who on the ſpot have ſeen 


Wool, and Live Sheep, landed in the ports of France. 


$HouLD it be deemed neceſſary, this evidence will be much 


ſtrengthened at a future period, 


4 HAvinG had the honour of an accidental interview with a 
Right Reverend and Learned Prelate, his Lordſhip informed 


me, that he had repeated accounts, from a perſon of veracity 


at Boulogne, that large quantities of Britiſh Wool were con- 
ſtantly brought in there. 


IT is not improbable that, in order to diſprove the authen- 


ticity of the account of Wool imported into the ports of F rance, 


the Gentlemen who oppoſe the Bill, may produce the autho. 
rity. which the Author of the Annals of Agriculture has, with 


| ſuch an air of triumph, oppoſed to | the declarations of the 


Manufacturers. 


Tur authority referred to is, the Account of the Imports 
and Exports of the French Trade, taken by the order of M. 


de Calonne, when Miniſter of the Finances. 


. TAE 


10 1 
Tas authenticity of this Office Paper I will not queſtion but 
it is for thoſe Gentlemen who are converſant in Parliamentary 
buſineſs, to determine on the correctneſs of ſuch returns, In 
0 general, 1 believe, it is acknowledged, that, when ſuch 


accounts are given in, the exports are ſwelled, and the imports 


leſſened, in value. 


I' Do not, however, lay any ſtreſs on this obſervation. The 
perſon who produces this Paper, however, ſeems not to be 
aware how much his concluſion is weakened by the account 
having been made up in the year 1782, which was during the 

War. 


Tux whole amount of Engliſh Wool imported into France 
in that year, he ſtates at only £ I 3,6 50 Nerling ir in value. 


be- is well known that, in time of war, the difficulty at - 
getting off Wool from our coaſts, is. not only much greater 
; than i in time of peace, but chat it is not very eaſy to introduce 


it into the ports of France. 


© On this account it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that conſiderable 
| quantities of Englit Wool are ſent: to Oftend, and afterwards 


introduced 


E 
introduced into France by various ways: and this conjecture 
is confirmed by my information, which proves, that large 
quantities of Engliſh Wool were brought into Oſtend during 
the War, but ſince the Peace the trade has much declined. 


$1MILAR information, from other quarters, confirms this 
account: and a perſon on whom I can rely, aſſured me that 


a veſſel, during the War, came into St. Maloes from one of 


the Hanſeatic Towns, laden with Wool, which was known to 
be x Englith Wool, and which ſold as ſuch. 


THERE is therefore no improbability in ſuppoſing, that the 


greater part, if not the whole, of the Wool entered as from 


the Hanſeatic Towns, and which is made to amount to 
5 40 80, 8 50 ſterling, was Britiſh Wool. 


War rurn any part of what is entered from Holland, in 


this account, was Britiſh Wool or not, is more uncertain ; and 


therefore I leave it without notice. 


SnovLD, however, the concluſions I have drawn be con- 


troverted, ſtill there is ſufficient evidence to prove, chat, in 


one ſingle port, more Britiſh Wool is imported in time of 
C 2 peace, 


' 
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peace, than the account under conſideration ſtates as the 
import of the whole kingdom. 


A PERSON, by caſting his eye on the Table of Importation 


at St. Maloes and Legue, immediately after the Peace, will 


obſerve the price of Wool to be from 52 to 54 ſols, or from 
28. 2d. to 28. 3d. per pound; and that, as the ſupply came 
in, the prices fell gradually to 34 and 32 ſols, and often 


lower—till the years 1786 and 1 787, when it appears to get 


dearer, probably owing to the greater difficulty of procuring 


it; which may be attributed to the exertions made by the 
| Manufacturers in England, to prevent the smuggling of Bri- 
tiſh Wool to France. Did circumſtances admit of it, undeni- 


able evidence could be given, that the prices affixed to each 


cargo, in the liſts annexed. to the printed Report, are ſtrictiy 


juſt, though the inferences I have now drawn from them never 


occurred to me till the preſent inſtant * 1. 


The Author of the Annals of Agriculture has undoubtediy been of ſervice to his 


country, by exciting a ſpirit of enquiry in perſons capable of promoting its real intereſt; | 
and though he has injured himſelf in the opinion of impartial perſons, by the abuſive 
language he has uſed when ſpeaking of the Manufacturers, and particularly ſo in his 


alluſions to myſelf, yet I feel no inclination to depreciate what real merit he is poſſeſſed 


of; ; but, on the contrary, I wiſh an increaſe of it, Had he confined himſelf to dif- 


_ Paſſionate 


13 J 
Ir appears by the evidence given in the Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, that obtaining the finer Clothing Wools 
of England can be no object to the French; and I am fully 
convinced that they may be ſupplied from Spain and Portugal 
equally cheap as from England, 


Tur Land Owner RY therefore find himſelf much diſ- 
appointed, in preſuming on a general demand for the Wool of 
| England, could he prevail « on the Legiſlature to admit of an 


exportation. 


PernaPs even the Grower of Long Wool might experience 
no real benefit from ſuch a permiſſion, abſtracted from the 
conſideration of its being a real i Kyory to the community at 


large. 


Tur whole of the Wool of England is certainly an object 


of too much conſequence to be engroſſed by any number of 


—_ reaſoning, 1 mould have eſteemed VM as a candid Writer; and the ſtricteſt 

examination into the merits of the cauſe eſpouſed by the een. would have 
entitled him to my thanks. 

It muſt, however, be cone to thoſe perſons who read with any degree of attention, 

that, with all his boaſted liberality of ſentiment, he is, in what he has written on the 

Wool Buſineſs, abſolutely enſlaved to his own pre-conceived opinions. 


perſons 
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perſons likely to unite in ſuch a plan. But, were the temp ta- 


tion ſufficiently great, it is very poſſible for monied men to 
purchaſe ſuch a part of the Clothing Wool of England to ſend 
abroad (to Holland, for inſtance), as would affect the market 
to a very great degree; and, having created a temporary 
ſcarcity, again return it to this country at a very advanced 


price *. 


Tur Wool Grower might at firſt enjoy the advantage of * 

: high price for his Wool; but there is no abſurdity in ſup- 
: poſing, that ſuch ſpeculations would ſo much check the 
Manufactures in which Long Wool i is uſed, that a real want 


of demand for it might for a time be experienced. 


Bz ING anxious to „ Gnith this publication before the Report 
is taken into conſideration, I cannot pretend to anſwer the 
objections brought againſt the intended Bill, or to note the 
charges produced * the * in order to refute 


them. 


That money is not wanted for ſpeculations of an immenſe amount, is evident, at 

this inſtant, in the article of Cochineal, which is. now engroſſed ; and every effort is 
making to purchaſe the next crop, though the ſum required for this purpoſe is very 
great. 1 1 


I cannor, 


N -1 
I canxoT, however, omit noticing a conceſſion made by 
the author of a pamphlet, intitled, Live axD LET Live, 


which is known to be written by Governor Pownall. 


In page 38 he ſays, Again, if any particular ſort of Wool 


was wanted in the home market, fit for any ſpecies of 


1 manufacture, that ſort was kept in the home market, as in 


the 6th of Henry VIII. when it was ordained, chat no 
Norfolk Wool, fit for worſted and ſtammins, ſhould be 


exported. There was, at this time, no injuſtice in this, 


nor any injury done to the grazier, becauſe the home mar- 
+ ket, at that time, took all chat v was e as * by 


9 the price.” 


LET me aſk the Governor how he accounts for the preſent 
advanced price of Wool ? Should he frankly acknowledge that 
it has riſen in conſequence of the rapid increaſe of Smuggling, 
he will juſtify the Manufacturers i in their application to Par- 


liament ! 


o the contrary, ſhould he be obliged to condeſa that the 
demand from the Manufacturers: is greater than the ſupply, his 
own conceſſion is a full refutation of my thing advanced by 


him in his pamphlet. 
THis 


1 16 ] 
Tars argument is not to be ſet aſide by ſaying, that there 


are many perſons now who cannot diſpoſe of their Wool. 


N 0 doubt but this may be the caſe, and ever will be, froth 


various cauſes ; and the hope of procuring a bigher price may 
"be m. 


NETHER can the reaſoning I adopt be invalidated by 


alleging, that at ſome future period Wool may fall conſider- 
: ably ir in its price. 


SHOULD. this ever be the caſe, the reaſons for permitting 3 


| temporary exportation ought to be duly conſidered ; and for 


my own part I muſt frankly confeſs, could it be proved that 
ſuch decreaſe in price was not owing to a general decline in 


the Manufacture owing to a cauſe affecting the kingdom in Y 


general, and which decline might reaſonably. be ſuppoſed not 
to be of any long continuance I ſhould feel no inclination to 


oppoſe ſuch a temporary exportation. 


IN the gane between the Lincolnſhire Gentlemen and the 
Manufacturers, during the American War, 1 was not con- 
cerned, my buſineſs being wholly unaffected by it ; and there- 


fore 


Fe: 


. K 
fore for me to give any opinion on the ſubject would be very 
improper: but I cannot ſubſcribe to the doctrine, that under 
no circumſtances whatever ought Wool to be permitted to go 


out of the kingdom. 


Tnar the Governor has ſeen my former Pamphlet! is certain, 
from a particular expreſſion he has printed in Italics ; though 
he has not taken the leaſt notice of the arguments adduced by 
me againſt the reaſoning in ſome part of Mr. Smith's Hiſtory 
of Wool, in Dr. A. Smith's Wealth of Nations, or in, Lord 
Sheffield's Conſiderations on the Commerce of America“. — 


A Walren ſufficiently expoſes himſelf, by controvert- 
ing .. poſitions maintained by authors of reputation—he is 
therefore entitled to a candid conſideration of his arguments, 
ſhould they appear ſtated with any degree of preciſion : and 
it only ſerves to betray the weakneſs of a cauſe, when its 
advocates affect to deſpiſe arguments, merely becauſe they are 
in oppoſition to the ſentiments of ſome celebrated authors. 
* Governor Pownall has noticed the import of Iriſh Wool, as injurious to the Wool 


Grower of * If he will have recourſe to my Pamphlet, he may ſro the ob- 
jection anſwered. | þ 
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IT is by no means my intention to profeſs an attachment to 
the prohibitory laws of this kingdom reſpecting Wool, any 
further than they can be proved of real utility; and no part 
which I have taken in this important concern, will preclude 
me from a perfect freedom of acting agreeable to the ſenti- 
ments of my own mind; having Oy declared to the 
Manufacturers, at my firſt appointment of Chairman, and 
| which has been often repeated, that ſhould the cauſe in which 
we were engaged appear, on a fair enquiry, not capable of 

being ſupported on the ground of national benefit, I ſhould 


conſider myſelf at liberty to quit my * z and on no other 
terms ſhould I hold it. 


Tur arguments advanced in n of a Emited nn 
: of Wool, I could never conſider unworthy the attention of a2 
Manufacturer; ; but it is much to be lamented, that Writers of 
real abilities have, when ſpeaking of the Manufacturers, adopt- 
ed ſuch language as cannot be juſtified. 


By this injudicious conduct they have created a diſguſt againſt 
their writings in general; and thus have, perhaps, prevented a 
fair and candid diſcuſſion of the ſubject. 


Ms. 


131 
Ma. SMITH, the author of the Hiſtory of Wool, is in 
general a fair and candid writer, but, as I have formerly 
obferved, he is by no means free from prejudices. and I do not 
think it difficult to point out ſome very erroneous opinions 
adopted by him, in conſequence of wrong concluſions drawn 


from the ſtate of the Woollen Manufacture in Queen Eliza- 
| beth? $ time. 


I s8narr, however, always eſteem it a pleaſing circum= 
ſtance, that in ſuch an early ſtage of the enquiry his Book 
fell into my hands, and that I had patience to go through 


Tu arguments with which this Writer attacked the advo- 
cates for prohibitory laws, and with which he defended his own 
ſyſtem, appeared very plauſible, not to ſay concluſive, could 
it be proved that the poſitions advanced by him were founded 
in truth, I was not prepared to controvert theſe poſitions, 
having found many things confidently aſſerted by Writers, in 
favour of the Manufacturers, deſtitute of ſtability; and it was 

impoſlible, as the ſubject was novel to me, to prove that this 
might not be che caſe in every material Poi. 
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. nos circumſtanced. 1 was s extremely uneaſy, fearing that 


I had engaged i in a concern which could not be juſtified on the 
principle advanced by me, and which I muſt at laſt abandon, 
however differently the Manufacturer might think. 


THERE are ſome perfons belonging to our Committee, to 


ü whom J communicated ſome of my doubts, and who well 


Know how much my mind was affected by them. 


Io free myſelf from thefe difficulties, was an object of great 


conſequence ; but this was not effected, in any degree, till my 


receiving intelligence from the perſon I ſent to France. 


CoNnFIDENT that I might depend on the account I re- 


ceived thoſe things which were before merely objects of 
conjecture, founded on reports much conteſted, now appeared 


in a different point of view; and fubfequent, and more par- 


ticular enquiries, have not only fully eſtabliſhed the truth of 


my firſt information, but have conſiderably added to it. 


IR REALLY feel conſiderable reluctance i in thus ſpeaking of 


1219 but it is ſo connected with the ſubject I wiſh to intro- 
du, that I know not how to avoid. it. 


I KNow | 
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IAM convinced by my own experience what effect Mr, 
Smith's writings muſt have on the mind of any perſon who reads 
for information; - and that ſomething more than confident af- 
ſertion is requiſite to prove, that an author, who appears to be 


fo well informed, i miſtaken i in any thing he advances, 


Tux two poſitions advanced by him, which I was princi- 


5 pally ſtruck with, ; Wen | 


1. THAT the Wool of England, taken in general, was much 


below the price of any other market i in Europe. 


2. THAT the Combing Wool of England was not ſought 
after by the Freneh on account of its ſuperior quality, but 
merely as It was cheaper than their own. 


Coup theſe two poſitions be fairly proved, it would un- 
doybredly weaken the arguments brought by the adyocates for 
prohibitory laws, in a very conſiderable degree. 


No Pe there are many perſons, who, even admitting 
them to be true, would ſtill juſtify themſelves in requiring 
from the Legiſlature a prohibition on Wool ; but I am ſure it 


would 


„ 


| wauld not hive been poffible for me to have taken an active 
q part in the buſineſs, with fuch formidable Go againſt 
the cauſe. | 


1 AM therefore det of convincing my Readers, that 
nothing but a full perſuaſion of the truth of the information 
received from France, could induce me to draw any concluſions 

from it. St : 1 


Tnar France i is by no means ſupplied with Wool of its 
own growth, is a fact which will not be diſputed ; but yet they 
have ſome very good Clothing Wool, which I have ated in 
my evidence to have received ſamples of. | 


Was | the general price of Clothing Wool in England fo 
- much under other markets (which has not unfrequently been 
ſtated at 70 per cent.), ſurely, 1 in a country dependant on others 
for a ſupply of Wool ſo much as France i is, the price of their 
own Wool muſt be high; and yet, in the judgment of ſeveral 
Wool Dealers to whom I ſhewed the ſample which I received, 
as well as in my own, the prices affixed were but little, if any 
thing, higher than for Britiſh Wool 'of a ſimilar fineneſs of 


hair. 75 
Tune 
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Tuxer ſamples were ſent me by a Gentleman who had 
gone through France fome time before ; and a fleece of Wool 
received from another quarter, with the price it could be pur- 
chaſed at, corroborates the concluſion drawn from * 
the ſamples. 


Ir the inferior Spaniſh Wools Are compared with our finey 
Wools, the price will appear to be very little different from ä 


our own of an equal fineneſs of hair ; which could not be the 


caſe, were our Clothing Wools kept down | in the price, as re- 


0 preſented by Mr. Smith. 


1 theſe arguments cannot be diſproved, it 1s evident that 
the ſecond poſition muſt be falſe. | 


Fon if the average price if Clothing Wool in France i is To 
| Little different from what it is in England, there can be no 
0 poſſible reaſon aſſigned for Combing Wool vie ling ſo high 
a price, but the abſolute want of it to the French Manufac- 
turer, either from their not having any of their own, or that 
in ſome reſpect or other a certain quantity of it is eſſential to 

them, 
E $HALL 
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I SHALL ſubjoin a Paper reſpecting the price of Combing 
Wool in ſome parts of France, which I wiſhed to deliver when 


my evidence was read over to the Committee, but which the 


Gentlemen of Lincolnſhire then preſent would not admit. 


Avery fair concluſion may be drawn from this paper; Vis. 
that there is Combing Wool i in France, as cheap, if not cheaper, 
than our own; but which, of itſelf, is totally unfit for many 
of their Manufactures, 


SHOULD theſe arguments appear concluſive againſt the” 
opinions ſupported by Mr. Smith, it ſeems to me that the two 
| following things are neceſſary t to be conſidered by the advocates 


for an Exportation. 


FirsT, To diſprove abſolutely the evidence. of the Manu- 
| facturers reſpecting the Export of Wool, | and its. uſe to the 
| French ; and that the quantity exported is not of that value, 
in contributing to the ſupport of ſuch an extent of country, as 


has been repreſented. 


© Os, 8 To al the truth of the N and the | 
nb of the raw material as ſtated ; and yet ſhew, by good 


and 
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and. ſubſtantial reaſons, that no ill conſequences can poſſibly 
ariſe to- the country from permitting a limited export of 


Wool. 
Tuls mode of proceeding would be fair and candid, and be 


| ml more likely to carry conviction with it, than merely 


general reaſoning on liberality of principle, accompanied with 


_ high- ſounding, phraſes 5 the monopolizing ow of Ma- 


nufacturers, * þ»; neo 


bei Je ib IDA! t 1 fe e el! 


1 nor E never to be ans as, an 1 enemy to gegen of 


efiquiry on auy ſubject;; and I believe nothing advanced by me 
on the pre ſent ) ocHiſion can tend to ſuch a concluſion. 
ue c es vicdif wont tr NEA 
Tua there are perſons of real liberality of ſentiment in 
both Houſes of Parliament; is not to be doubted ; and if any 
information I have communicated ſhould be of ſervice to direct 


them i in their enquiry, my object will be attained “. 
Tuls 


I am not ignorant of the general ſentiments held by the Noble Lord to whom I 


addreſſed my former Pamphlet reſpecting prohibitory laws; what opinion his Lordſhip 


may give in his legiſlative capacity, after he has examined the evidence of the Manu- 
* g facturers, 
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nen . be examined by his Lordſhip with attention, 


L 26 1 

Tuts Letter is already much longer than I intended, and I 
will not — 155 further inveſti gation of the ſubject. 

E E Mandfacturers are determined to apply to Parliament ; ; 

and it muſt reſt with them to defend whatever Bill they __ 


produce.” 5 7%JSGĩæ... YITEI 305 911.30 norm 


" has been extremely difficult to preſerve | unity of ant. 


ment where ſo many intereſts are concerned and it may be 
5 ſuppoſed that I have a predilection for the Bill framed under 5 
my inſpection: : but knowing the difficulties which ſome 


Manufacturers muſt be ſubje& to, in order to render the 


ſcheme efficient, I ſhall feel no diſſatisfaction in ſeeiug any echo» 


yo adopted, provided it ſhall agpear mm to be efe@tual. 


| PerMIT me to return you my ſincere Ante for the atten- 


tion which 1 have experienced from you on every occaſion ; 


and to aſſure. you,” that whatever may be the iſſue of the 


facturers, I preſume not to determine. But, to prevent any miſconſtruction, I wiſh it 


to be underſtood, that his Lordſhip never gave me any encouragement to expect * 


ſupport; and my only motive in requeſting to addreſs my Letter to him was, that the 


concern 


1 


concern in which you are engaged, I ſhall always eſteem it an 


honour to have enjoyed your confidence. 


1 am, SIR, 


Your obliged and moſt obedient Serre, 
JOHN ANSTIE. 


. 8. This Letter having been. drawn up in \ the intervals. 


' between my attendance on our meetings a few days paſt, is 


entitled to your candour for any inaccuracies with which it may 
be charged. 


| Losen, March 7 E 1988, 


NO particular queſtion having been put to me reſpecting 
the price of the Combing Wool of France, when I was exa- 
mined before the Committee—l beg leave to obſerve, that, on 
conſulting my Papers, I find that, in the beginning of the 
year 1787, French Combed Wool, proper for making worſted 
for ſtockings, was ſold at about 1244. or 13d. per pound ; 
which, connected. with other circumſtances, is a concluſive : 
„ proof, 
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proof, that our Wool is not purchaſed by the French on ac- 


count of its being cheaper than their own, French Combing 


Wool is not cither ſo long or fo ſtrong as the Engliſh, and it 

is not poſſible to ſpin it into ſo fine a thread; in making 
ſtockings, they n uſe one thread of Engliſh and one of 
French. 


PosTSCRIPT | to the StcoxD Ebrrfox. 


42 10 10; 11 1110 6 203: 11. 5 


J AM ſurpriſed to find it is dere by ſome perſons; that 


in the argument uſed by me againſt Governor Pownall, i 
admit of there MW lai: 1 of Wool ar Pye ws 


| 1 d. — cmd nas 2 * een — — 
g 4 8 


Mv rea(biiirgy : is merely hypothetical but writing i in very 
great haſte, and having no proper time to correct the copy, the 


anſwer to the objection ſuppoſed to be made, is not ſo nn 5 
ſive as it * be. It e be as I” pert amen, 


Page 16. No doubt but his may, in a fer particular 


« inflances, be the caſe, and ever will be, kram various cauſes; 


6 but 


r 
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put the hope of procuring a higher price mult be the princi- 


pal one. 


A FARMER may, from pride, keep two or three years 
Wool by him; but ſurely ſuch an inſtance as this or any 
other ſimilar to it, cannot affect the argument. 


Ix has been obſerved by ſome of the Delegates, that my 


Note reſpecting the Author of the Annals of Agriculture might 


have been ſpared, conſidering his conduct towards the Manu- 


facturers. It is, however, a maxim with me, in my own. ; 
private concerns, to do juſtice to an opponent, though at the 
ſame time poſſeſſing ſufficient rewiution to defend myſelf; 1 
cannot therefore embrace any other line of conduct in what 
relates to the Public. I ſhall, however, make no reply to any 


remarks that may be made on my Letter, dictated merely by 


prejudice or ſelf-intereſt ; though I will freely acknowledge 
any error that can be pointed out. 


A Ma NUSCRIPT having been put into my hands, drawn up 
: by a perſon many years paſt, who travelled through moſt of 


the towns in France and Flanders ; containing obſervations 


on their Manufactures, and on their Wool, &c. which appear 


to 


— — >= — a5 8 b mY * 
rr mere CA — — 


ö | ER, 

| 11 . 
N to be made by a perſon poſſeſſed of a good underſtanding, 
bs and no incompetent ſhare of penetration; 1 ſhall beg leave to 


preſent Extracts from them, with ſome general remarks, by 

way of Appendix to this' Letter (ſhould it be poſſible for me 

to obtain ſufficient leiſure) ; being deſirous of communicating 
whatever information may be of ſervice to. thoſe perſons who 
are diſpoſed to conſider the lubjot with MM 
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Havine fent the copy to „ preſs, in order to haſten the 
publication c of the Second Edition, I can only note two or three 
trifling errors, and refer to them in this place. 


ERRAT A 


Page 42 line 13, for theſe read thoſe. 
| 14, after Warminſter, read We: 2 | 
18, omit to ſuch places. 
rage Ts line 1 To for avell known that this cannot be afeted, read ; mY 
| known that, as a ManufaCtuier, this cannot. ba 
affected. h 
Page I z , line 12, for a real i injury, read « an v injury. . 
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Coon and Anchor, March 17, 1788. 


At a MEETING of the WOOL 
COMMITTEE, held this * ; 


A PRINTED LETTER from the CHAIRMAN 
to Mr. PHELIPS having been read, 


Ws UNANIMOUSLY, 
HAT this Meeting do fully approve ot the liberal and 
4 candid manner in which the ſubject has been treated; 
55 and that they regard this as a freſh inſtance of the great atten- 
; Toes tion of the Chairman. pzvinvte the intereſt and deſires of 
the Manufa&nrere- | h | 5 
\ RESOLVED Aso, 
1 THAT a large impreſſion of this Letter be le: . 
75 a diſtributed to the Members of both Houſes of Parliament, 


and alſo to the Manufacturers i in the Country, and other Per- 
ſons concerned. 


Not knowing whether the ſentiments contained in the Pamphlet 
- might be entirely approved by. the Meeting, I had printed but a 
ſmall impreſſion; and a Second Edition not having been provided in 
time to be diſtributed to all the Members of Parliament previous to 
the Report being taken into conſideration—muſt be admitted as an 
apology for every Gentleman's not being ſooner ſupplied. 
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